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The Indiana Bureau of Mines and Mine Safety, located at Vincennes University, maintains a fully-equipped mine 
rescue station. This mine rescue station has all the required equipment to outfit two fully-trained mine rescue 
teams. 

The state of Indiana has a trained rescue team that exceeds 
federal training requirements. These dedicated individuals are 
volunteers from Oaktown Mine, Francisco Mine, Triad Mine Log 
Creek, and Gibson South Mine. To ensure adequate protection 
and compliance with 30 CFR 49, trained mine rescue team 
personnel are also available from Peabody Coal Company’s 
Francisco Mine, Oaktown, and Gibson County Coal.

In addition, the Indiana coal mining industry has the extra protection of having three additional fully trained 
teams. These teams are comprised of representatives from Gibson County Coal and Sunrise Coal Company. 
The 2017 Indiana Mine Rescue Team is trained by Assistant Commissioner Steve Riley and Chief Mine Inspector 
Joby Johnson also serves as an Indiana Mine Rescue Team member. The Indiana State’s Mine Rescue Teams 
competed in three separate mine rescue contests and a mine rescue skills competition this year. Contests 
were held in Vincennes, Indiana and Madisonville, Kentucky. Exercising both physical and mental capacities, 
participation in these contests is important. Participation in these contests provides opportunities for the mine 
rescue team members to engage in variety of hands-on tasks including firefighting and fire hose management 
and administering first aid as well as gaining proficiency in the use of mine rescue equipment and apparatuses 
that are likely to be used during mine emergencies. 

It is the discipline to prepare that leads to success, and through the training and dedication of these individuals 
and all mine rescue teams nationwide, this has proven to be true. Some mine rescue teams nationwide have 
been in rescue and recovery operations, and others have not, but all are ready and prepared at a moment’s 
notice. Mine rescue team members are a special breed, because they are willing to risk their lives for those of 
their coal mining brothers and sisters who may need help.

2017 INDIANA MINE RESCUE TEAM MEMBERS

INDIANA MINE RESCUE

OAKTOWN MINE
Derek Smith
Chad Smith

William Hamilton

FRANCISCO MINE
Trevon Burton
Terry Morson

TRIAD MINE LOG CREEK
Mike Hersel

GIBSON SOUTH MINE
Carl Jentry

Nathan Stevens

INDIANA BUREAU OF MINES
AND MINE SAFETY

Joby Johnson
Steve Riley
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OCCUPATIONAL INJURIES AND 
ILLNESSES IN HOOSIER COAL MINING

The Indiana Department of Labor and the Indiana Bureau of Mines and Mine 
Safety, along with its MSHA partners and every Hoosier mine operator, are 
dedicated to reducing and eliminating workplace hazards in the underground 
coal mines.

DEFINITIONS
Occupational Injuries
An injury that requires 
medical attention or results in 
death, loss of consciousness, 
temporary reassignment, 
or transfer to another job is 
classified as an occupational 
injury.

Occupational Illnesses
An occupational illness is an 
illness or disease that results 
from work at the mine and for 
which compensation is made.

Accidents
Accidents are incidents 
resulting in life-threatening 
injury, death, entrapment, 
inundation of gas or liquid, 
unplanned fires, explosions, 
unstable conditions, or roof 
collapses.

Incident Reporting
Mine operators must report 
each occupational injury or 
illness occurring at a mine 
within ten working days. 
Accidents must be reported 
within 15 minutes of the 
operator learning of the 
accident.

Coal Mine County Employees Reportable 
Accidents

Lost Time 
Accidents

Sunrise Coal Company
Oaktown Fuels #1 Mine

Knox 286 8 5

Peabody Coal Mine
Francisco Mine

Gibson 297 16 12

Gibson County Coal
Gibson South Mine

Gibson 420 12 16

Sunrise Coal Company
Oaktown Fuels #2 Mine

Knox 235 14 6

Sunrise Coal Company
Carlisle Mine

Sullivan 11 1 1

Gibson County Coal Company
Gibson Mine North

Gibson 24 3 1

ERC Mining Indiana Corporation
Gold Star Mine

Green 4 0 0

Triad Underground Mining
Log Creek Mine

Pike 2 0 0

Triad Underground Mining
Freelandville West Mine

Knox 0 0 0

TOTAL 1,297 54 41

RIGHT: Mine rescue team members 
from Sunrise Coal and Oaktown 
Mine work a problem on the field 
during the 2017 Mine Rescue Team 
Contest in West Virginia.
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WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
INDIANADEPARTMENTOFLABOR

WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/
INDIANADOL@INDEPTOFLABOR

Like, Follow, and Subscribe for updates, press releases, upcoming events, 
VPP and INSHARP certifications, OSHA updates, seasonal information, 
compliance dates and deadlines, and much more! Learn more about the 
Indiana Department of Labor on social media at www.in.gov/dol/2910.htm.

http://www.in.gov/dol/2910.htm
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